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In the weeks and months ahead, the Vice
President, the Cabinet, other members of the
administration, and I will be out in the coun-
try discussing this. We’ll be working with the
American people. We’ll be talking about so-
lutions as well as problems. The truth is, it’s
like anything else—the quicker you get—an-
other answer Dr. Holdren might have given
is that the quicker you get after this the less
extreme the remedy you have to embrace to
have a measurable effect to avoid an undesir-
able outcome. And the longer you wait, the
more disruptive the ultimate resolution will
be. So that’s another thing that I’d like to
emphasize.

Before we close I hope you will permit
me to make a brief statement. Just before
I came in here to this meeting I learned that
today, and not very long ago, retired Su-
preme Court Justice William Brennan passed
away. He was a remarkable human being,
one of the finest and most influential jurists
in our Nation’s history. He served on the Su-
preme Court for 34 years. He was perhaps
during that period the staunchest, most ef-
fective defender of individual freedom
against Government intrusion. His devotion
to the Bill of Rights inspired millions of
Americans and countless young law students,
including myself. And one of the great hon-
ors I have had as President was to be able
to award him the Presidential Medal of Free-
dom in my first year in office.

He once said the role of the Constitution
is the protection of the dignity of every
human being and the recognition that every
individual has fundamental rights which Gov-
ernment cannot deny. He spent a lifetime
upholding those rights, and he authored
some of the most enduring constitutional de-
cisions of this century, including Baker v.
Carr on one person, one vote; The New York
Times v. Sullivan, which brought the free
speech doctrine into the latter half of the
20th century. The force of his ideas, the
strength of his leadership, and his character
have safeguarded freedom and widened the
circle of quality for every single one of us.

We will miss him greatly. And I know you
join me in sending our best wishes and our
prayers to his family and friends, and our
gratitude for his life.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:57 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to discussion participants F. Sherwood
Rowland, professor, University of California at
Irvine, and John Holdren, professor, Harvard Uni-
versity.

Proclamation 7013—Death of
William J. Brennan, Jr.

July 24, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

As a mark of respect for the memory of
William J. Brennan, Jr., former Associate Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court of the United
States, I hereby order, by the authority vest-
ed in me as President of the United States
of America by section 175 of title 36 of the
United States Code, that the flag of the Unit-
ed States shall be flown at half-staff upon
all public buildings and grounds, at all mili-
tary posts and naval stations, and on all naval
vessels of the Federal Government in the
District of Columbia and throughout the
United States and its Territories and posses-
sions until sunset on the day of interment.
I also direct that the flag shall be flown at
half-staff for the same period at all United
States embassies, legations, consular offices,
and other facilities abroad, including all mili-
tary facilities and naval vessels and stations.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of July, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., July 28, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on July 29.
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Statement on Coordination of Fast
Track Legislation

July 24, 1997

I am pleased to announce the appointment
of Jason S. Berman to serve as Special Coun-
selor to the President and coordinate the ad-
ministration’s effort to pass fast track legisla-
tion.

During his tenure at the White House, Mr.
Berman will take a leave of absence from
his current position as chairman of the Re-
cording Industry Association of America. I
am grateful to him for setting aside this work
to join our team. Mr. Berman’s extensive
knowledge of trade policy and unparalleled
experience on the Hill will be invaluable to
our effort.

I am also pleased to announce that I have
asked Victoria L. Radd, an outstanding mem-
ber of my staff, to join Mr. Berman in coordi-
nating this effort. Ms. Radd is an Assistant
to the President and Chief of Staff to Erskine
Bowles. During the past 4 years, she has also
served as Associate Counsel to the President
and as Deputy Director of Communications.
Prior to joining the White House, she was
a partner in the law firm of Williams &
Connolly.

The economic strategy of my administra-
tion, based on reducing the deficit, investing
in the education and skills of our people, and
opening markets, has helped produce the
strongest economy in the world. I am calling
on the Congress to enact fast track legislation
so we can continue our aggressive drive to
open markets to our goods and services and
create more high skilled jobs for the Amer-
ican people. Every President, Republican
and Democrat, in the past two decades has
had this vital tool to maintain effective Amer-
ican leadership in the global economy. Fast
track authority is in the national interest of
the United States, and my appointment of
Jay Berman makes clear my determination
to fight for passage of this important
legislation.

Statement on the Proposed
‘‘Immigration Reform Transition Act
of 1997’’
July 24, 1997

I am pleased to transmit to the Congress
today the ‘‘Immigration Reform Transition
Act of 1997.’’ This proposal reflects my com-
mitment to balance firm controls against ille-
gal immigration with common sense and
compassion. It would provide a needed tran-
sition for individuals who apply for a form
of immigration relief called suspension of de-
portation and who had immigration cases
pending before the 1996 immigration law
took effect. It would prevent the inherent un-
fairness of applying new rules to old cases.

This legislation also addresses the special
circumstances of Central Americans who
came to our country because of civil war and
upheaval. Today, the remarkable progress in
that region means that many of those people
can return home. But as I assured the leaders
of Central America when I visited the region
in May, we want that to occur in a manner
that avoids destabilizing the nations and
economies of Central America, or imposing
undue hardships on families. We also want
to make sure that people who sought refuge
in our country and who have contributed
greatly to their local communities here in the
United States are treated with fairness and
dignity. To meet that commitment, this pro-
posal ensures that certain groups of Central
Americans whose cases were pending before
the new immigration law took effect would
be eligible to apply for suspension of depor-
tation under the prior rules.

I am determined to do all I can to preserve
our Nation’s tradition of generous legal im-
migration. But just as we are a nation of im-
migrants, we also are a nation of laws. To
uphold the tradition of generous legal immi-
gration and to do right by legal immigrants,
we need to continue working to stop illegal
immigration. The bill I am submitting today
in no way diminishes the important enforce-
ment objectives of the 1996 immigration bill,
nor is it an amnesty or waiver program. Rath-
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